Global Press Freedom Deteriorates 
Press freedom suffered a substantial worldwide decline in 2003, according to a major study released on April 28, 2004 by Freedom House.
Legal harassment, political pressure, and violence by state and non-state actors against journalists combined to worsen conditions in many countries, resulting in the second consecutive year of a global decline in freedom for news media. 
The study, Freedom of the Press 2004: A Global Survey of Media Independence revealed that some of the most serious setbacks took place in countries where democracy is backsliding, and in older, established democracies. 
The report was released in advance of World Press Freedom Day, which takes place May 3. Data from the report is available online at www.freedomhouse.org/research/pressurvey.htm
The survey assesses the degree of print, broadcast, and Internet freedom in every country in the world and assigns to each a category rating of Free, Partly Free, or Not Free. It analyzes events during the calendar year 2003.
Global Trends
Of the 193 countries surveyed (including the Israeli-Administered Territories/Palestinian Authority), 73 (38%, representing 17% of the global population) were rated Free, with no significant restrictions on the news media; 49 (25%, 40%) were rated Partly Free and are characterized by some media restrictions; and 71 (37%, 43%) were rated Not Free, with state control or other obstacles to a free press.
The proportion of the world’s population living in countries with free media has declined by five percent over the last two years, while the number of people living in not free media environments has increased by five percent.
“Fewer and fewer people throughout the world have uncensored and unfettered access to information about their own countries,” said Freedom House Executive Director Jennifer Windsor. “Most distressing is that some of this deterioration is taking place in democracies, where a free press is a necessary component of vibrant democratic life.” 
Bright Spots
“Despite some specific recent improvements, and an overall upward trend towards greater press freedom worldwide during the late 1990s, the last two years have seen a dramatic deterioration,” said Dr. Karlekar. “State-directed intimidation and attempts to influence the media are being perpetrated by governments that seem to be increasingly unwilling to tolerate critical coverage.” 
Political, Economic, and Legal Pressure
In a number of countries, political turmoil and election-related violence negatively impacted the press. The survey noted growing political and economic influence over the media in other countries. 
“Economic pressures can lead to an increase in self-censorship among journalists,” said Ms. Windsor. “Unfortunately these factors are often overlooked when examining levels of press freedom.”
In other countries, new legislation led to category downgrades. 
Regional Trends
Central & Eastern Europe and the Former Soviet Union: Of the 27 countries of Central and Eastern Europe and the Former Soviet Union, 8 (30%) are rated Free, 8 (30%) are Partly Free, and 11 (40%) are Not Free. Other than Georgia, the situation for the press in Central Asia and the Caucasus remained deeply troubled. Of the former Soviet Union and Soviet bloc countries that remain outside the expanded European Union, none are Free, 3 are Partly Free, and 11 are Not Free. 
Worst of the Worst
The five worst rated countries in press freedom in 2003 were Burma, Cuba, Libya, North Korea, and Turkmenistan. In these states, independent media are either nonexistent or barely able to operate, the role of the press is to act as a mouthpiece for the ruling regime, and citizens’ access to unbiased information is severely limited. 
Authoritarian governments use legal pressure, imprisonment, and other forms of harassment to severely curtail the ability of independent media outlets to report freely.
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